A    SOLDIER    IN    FRANCE
incognito, points to the unassuming fair young man who, pipe
in mouth, is driving the grey automobile: 'His Royal High-
ness the Prince of Wales.'"
Early in 1916 the Prince went into training with the first
battalion of the Grenadier Guards at Calais. But he became
impatient with routines: war news from Egypt made him wish
to go farther afield and see the campaign in the Near East.
The King was reluctant when the plan was suggested to him,
because of the danger from submarines in the Mediterranean.
Again it was Lord Kitchener who sponsored the Prince and
encouraged the King to allow him to go. The secrecy in which
he made the journey is a tribute to the silent service: even
the destroyers Acorn and Sheldrake, which escorted the light
cruiser in which the Prince crossed from Marseilles to Alex-
andria, were not aware that they were guarding him. The
officers were surprised when, from the comparative safety of
Alexandria Harbour, he signalled them his thanks.
In Egypt the Prince met Australian and New Zealand
soldiers for the first time. Then* vitality and frankness were
the first influences which came to him from the far-away coun-
tries of the Commonwealth. After he had bathed with them
in the Canal, near Ismailia, eaten with them and shared their
jokes, he was a Little Englander no longer. A new interest
came into his life and he repeatedly said that he wished to
understand more of the new countries. A fresh theme had
begun: it was to grow in strength and equip him for his
mission after the war, when he became his father's greatest
ambassador among the people of the Dominions.
There was a separate task for the Prince while he was in
Egypt: he was entrusted with the drawing up of a report
on the Suez Canal defences. He went as far as Khartoum:
then he returned to England with the long report, written in
his own hand.
As the days in Egypt passed, those who were with the Prince
saw a change in his manner. His journey so far away from
England no doubt gave him the perspective he had always
lacked, and the result was increased confidence in himself. The
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